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Burundian President Warns of Possible Bloodshed 


E£-A1708101994 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 0400 GMT 17 Aug 94 


{Text} The Burundian interim leader has warned that his 
nation of Hutus and Tutsis would be plunged back into 
ethnic bloodshed, unless rival political groups quickly 
resolve who will become the next president. Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya told reporters at the start of regional 
talks in Arusha yesterday that the post of presidency 1s 
crucial. He said all concerned parties in the conflict had 
to act now, or Burundi would be thrown into further 
turmoil. 


In the Burundian capital, Bujumbura, soldiers were 
deployed in the streets in another attempt to quell ten 
days of bloody unrest (by) released Tutsi opposition 
leader Mathias Hitimana, whose arrest has sparked 
protests by Tutsi youth gangs. 


At the Arusha regional talks, President Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi of Tanzania, Yoweri Museveni of Uganda, and 
Zambia's Frederick Chiluba discussed ways of pre- 
venting a fresh bloodbath in Burundi, where tension has 


been mounting since the genocide since last April of 


500,000 people, mainly Tutsis, in neighboring Rwanda. 
Hundreds have died in ethnic clashes in recent weeks. 
Ntibantunganya, a Hutu, who was the former chief of the 
National Assembly. has been interim president since 
President Cyprien Ntariyamira perished in the same 
plane crush as Rwandan leader Juvenal Habyarimana on 


6 April, sparking the bloodbath there. 


OAU Leader: Africans Must Focus on Conflict 
Management 


F-A1608140594 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
External Service in English 0400 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] The Organization of African Unity, OAU, secre- 
tary general, Ndugu Salim Ahmed Salim, has said that 
African countries must ensure that attainment of polit- 
ical liberation must not be undermined by political 
conflicts and economic want. 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


In his speech of thanks on the conclusion of the OAU 
coordinating committee for the liberation of African 
world [title as heard] at the Arusha international confer- 
ence center yesterday, Ndugu Salim said unity and 
common purposes are needed among African countries 
to empowei Africa economically and democratically. 


The OAU secretary general said that the friendship 
served African countries to liberate the continent must 
now be refocused to deal with the challenges of managing 
conflicts and improving the lives of Africans. He said 
that the tragic conditions in Somalia, Angola, and 
Liberia, as well as conflicts in Burundi and Sudan, need 
thie undivided attention and determination of African 
countries. 


Ndugu Salim said that unity and solidarity manifested 
during the struggle for decolonization and against apart- 
heid must be mounted at the ending of conflicts and 
building enduring peace and stability on the continent, 
promoting economic development, and fostering the 
course of democracy and human rights in the continent. 


SACU To Meet To Review Customs Union 
Agreement 

4 B1708094694 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 0500 
GMI 17 Aug 94 


[Text] The Southern African Customs Union, SACU, 
will meet in Pretoria on 12 September to review the 
customs union agreement between South Africa and the 
three neighboring southern African states. The deputy 
commissioner of trade, Ms. Mathato Matlanyane, says 
the meeting will be attended by ministers of finance and 
trade and industry of South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, 
and Swaziland. She said that the meeting had been 
requested by South Africa to enable the new government 
of national unity in Pretoria to review the SACU agree- 
ment that was concluded between the previous regime 
and the neighboring states. 


This report contains information which is or may be copyrighted in a number of countries. Therefore, copying and/or 
further dissemination of the report is expressly prohibited without obtaining the permission of the copyright owner(s). 


2 CENTRAL AFRICA 


Burundi 


Released PRP Leader To Participate in Talks 


E£A1608133994 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1030 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] Talks aimed at restoring the presidency 
resumed today. Participants met at the Kigobe People’s 
Palace, where our colleague, (Nijimbere), reports: 


{Begin (Niimbere) recording] The prime minister, who 
chaired the talks, said that—as announced earlier—the 
talks would continue today. 


He announced that the president of the People’s Recon- 
ciliation Party [PRP], Mathias Hitimana, who has been 
released, could take part in the talks, after his week in 
detention. 


The prime minister announced that, during a meeting on 
13 August, it was agreed that participants should work in 
two groups. The first group will study the government's 
program and those who will comprise the government. 
The second group will study how the government can 
create strong institutions. Officials from the discussion 
committee asked that names of representatives of parties 
and nonpolitical organizations be put forward. They said 
that every party should send in two names, that there 
should also be two from nonpolitical organizations, two 
from the government, and two from the assembly, 
making a total of 32 in all. [passage omitted] [end 
recording] 


PRP Leader Confirms Participation 


EA1608220694 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Excerpts] After his nine-day imprisonment at Mpimba 
Central Prison, Mathias Hitimana, chairman of the 
People’s Reconciliation Party [PRP] has just been 
released on parole. He was arrested for planning, with 
the support of university students, to free six students 
who were being questioned at the [word indistinct]. The 
police accused them of promoting the latest (2ghost 
town) operation and Mathias Hitimana was described as 
a troublemaker. Today, PRP members and the universi- 
ties expressed satisfaction at the release. Listen to PRP 
Chairman Mathias Hitimana’s reaction shared with our 
colleagues Jean-Marie Jabo and Mathias Ndehirigize: 


{Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Do you 
intend to go back to the current political negotiations? 


[Hitimana] Absolutely; I believe it is partly for that 
reason that students insisted strongly on my release; 
because they feel that certain parties or certain people 
systematically excluded me from the negotiations which 
are now heading to the setting up of the institution of the 
presidency and the governmental convention. I believe 
that without my contribution, many things would not 
have been achieved. [passage omitted] 
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{Correspondent} [Words indistinct] Mr. PRP Chairman, 
your wife said on VOA that you suffered from ill- 
treatment in jail. Is this true? 


[Hitimana] Yes, the first day, we were really treated like 
animals. We were first put in appalling [word indistinct] 
dungeons where there was no light and we just lay on the 
concrete floor. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Hitimana says he did not behave in a horrible way 
towards the public prosecutor as reported. 


Government Statement on Violence Against 
Foreigners 


EA1608134394 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1030 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] There have recently been attacks against for- 
eigners by criminals. The minister of internal adminis- 
tration, Jean-Baptiste Manwangari, told us the govern- 
ment’s view on the matter: 


{Begin Manwangari recording] It 1s true that recently, in 
Bujumbura and in some places in the interior of the 
country, there have been problems, that you have seen 
and heard about. The property of some foreigners was 
damaged, cars were damaged and were, in some cases, 
stolen. In other instances money was taken from for- 
eigners, as has happened to Burundians. 


We would like to say that what happened has not 
affected many foreigners, as reported by foreign radios. 
However, these things happened, and we cannot over- 
look this fact. These actions have also saddened us, 
because until now, in Burundi, people have respected 
foreigners. Even when they had problems among them- 
selves they used not to behave in that way. What has 
happened is sad. 


We would like to inform foreigners who are listening to 
us that the government will do everything possible to 
protect them. We still insist, despite what has happened, 
that the majority of Burundians respect foreigners. That 
is part of the Burund: tradition of welcome and respect. 
What is sad is that foreign radios exaggerate the news 
and even lie, saying that foreigners are being hunted in 
Burundi. That 1s not true at all, since Burundians respect 
foreigners and their property. We hope this will con- 
tinue. If it does not, the government will take the 
necessary measures to ensure that foreigners in Burundi 
continue to consider Burundi as their own country, as it 
always has been. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


2,500 Rwandan Refugees Arriving Daily 


LD 1608160494 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Excerpts] In Burundi we note the arrival of many 
Rwandan refugees in just over a week. They are arriving 
at camps in the north of the country, where around 
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250,000 people are already crammed in. The UNHCR 
fears it will be overwhelmed. We have a report from Jean 
Helene, on location: 


{Helene} Augustin, a farmer at (Kinazi), tells of how he 
fled the soldiers of the RPF [Rwandan Patriotic Front], 
who entered his village last Saturday [13 August] and 
immediately took away some of his neighbors, who have 
now disappeared. Augustin 1s certain they have been 
murdered. He gathered his family together and after a 
day and a night’s march they wound up in Burundi, at 
the Gitwa transit camp. 2 km away from the border, 
marked by the Akanyaru River. Augustin is part of the 
second wave of refugees flooding into Burundi: since 7 
August at a rate of 2,500 per day. This poses serious 
problems for the UNHCR, particularly since new sites 
have to be found for the refugees. [passage omitted] 


Another problem 1s safety. The refugees are in a hurry to 
do just one thing, which is to leave the border region 
where, they say, they fear attacks by the RPF. So far the 
UNHCR has managed, with its 20 trucks, to transfer 
them quickly to camps that have just recently been 
prepared, but if the arrival of refugees continues at this 
rate, there will be a serious lack of space and also staff, 
says the UNHCR. The humanitarian organizations have 
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reached the limits of what ihey can achieve. Most of their 
employees are at Goma or Bukavu. Jean Helene at Gitwa 
for RFI. 


Rwanda 


Ethiopian Peacekeeping Force To Base in 
Cyangugu 

EA1608221594 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] The 120-member Ethiopian peacekeeping 
force, which arrived in Kigali yesterday 1s expected to go 
to Cyangugu, southwestern Rwanda, today. According to 
the peacekeeping force commander, Tadese Gebre 
Selase, the second vatch of the peacekeeping force from 
Ethiopia will arrive in Kigali today, and the last batch 
will arrive the day after tomorrow. 


The mission of the Ethiopian peacekeeping force will be 
to replace the French Army which was stationed in the 
southwestern part of Rwanda and to enable the people to 
return to their normal life by ensuring peace in the area. 
[passage omitted] 
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Zimbabwean President Arrives in Cape Town 


MB1608121094 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1127 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Report by Enrico Kemp] 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 16 SAPA—President Nelson 
Mandela on Tuesday [16 August] bid welcome to one of 
his staunchest allies in the anti-apartheid struggle, Zim- 
babwe’s President Robert Mugabe. 


Mr. Mugabe, accompanied by tour senior ministers and 
officials, arrived at Cape Town international airport at 
noon at the start of a four-day state visit during which he 
will address the SA Parltament. 


An SANDF [South African National Defense Force] 
guard of honour and a 21-gun salute greeted the Zimba- 
bwean leader. Mr. Mugabe and Mr. Mandela— 
accompanied by Deputy President Thabo Mbeki—stood 
at attention on a podium as an army staff band played 
the South African and Zimbabwean national anthems. 


Mr. Mugabe, the first african leader to pay a state visit to 
South Africa, then inspected the guard of honour, con- 
sisting of units of the Army, Air Force, Navy, and 
Medical Corps. The two presidents then walked along 
the red carpet to meet and greet South African and 
Zimbabwean dignitaries waiting in the receiving line. 


The South Africans included Foreign Affairs Minister 
Alfred Nzo, Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik 
Botha, Defence Munister Joe Modise and Transport 
Minister Mac Maharaj. The leaders left in a motorcade 
for Cape Town. After lunch Mr. Mugabe will address 
parliament. 


Parliament Speaker Welcomes Mugabe 


MB1608123594 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1202 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] Parliament August 16 SAPA—President Robert 
Mugabe's contribution to the struggle for democracy in 
South Africa had earned him the right to speak in its 
parliament, speaker Dr. Frene Ginwala said on Tuesday 
{16 August]. 


Welcoming the Zimbabwean head of state, she said it 
was under President Mugabe's leadership of the Front- 
line states that South Africa achieved its liberation. “It 1s 
fitting that he is here to share in the fulfillment of our 
common endeavour,” she said. 


Zimbabwe's history had for centuries been intertwined 
with that of South Africa. “Our people have crossed the 
Limpopo in war and in peace. We share the experience of 
conquest and colonialism, of dispossession and eco- 
nomic exploitation, of white minority rule and a long 
struggle for national liberation.” 


The past relationship between South Africa and Zim- 
babwe was symbolised by the monument in Cape Town 
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to Cecil Rhodes. Rhodes was buried in the Matopo hills 
in Zimbabwe and gave that country its colonial name, 
Rhodesia. 


The future was symbolised by Mr. Mugabe’s presence as 
president of Zimbabwe in the parliament of a demo- 
cratic South Africa. “The vision of Rhodes of a colonia! 
empire across the African continent could not be ful- 
filled. Today we have our vision of a common destiny in 
this southern part of our continent, as our new democ- 
racy seeks to establish strong relations with Zimbabwe 
based on good neighbourliness.” 


Mugabe Addresses Parliament 


MB1608125794 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1210 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Address by Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe to 
Parliament in Cape Town—live] 


[Text] Madam Speaker, Your Excellency President Man- 
dela, the deputy presidents of South Africa, Chief Jus- 
tice, distinguished members of the National Assembly 
and the Senate, provincial premiers, members of the 
diplomatic corps, distinguished guests, ladies and gen- 
tlemen. 


Madam Speaker, before I begin my speech, I ask your 
indulgence to pose the question to this august House, 
demanding to know why this august House still harbors 
Cecil John Rhodes. [applause] He is our man by colo- 
nialism. He 1s our man by his own choice, and it is in 
Zimbabwe that he lies buried. We share him. I thank you 
for keeping part of him. [applause] 


Madam Speaker, it 1s a distinct honor to me personally, 
as it is to my country, to be accorded this rare opportu- 
nity to address this esteemed, august body of the Parlia- 
ment of South Africa, the National Assembly, during my 
first state visit to the Republic of South Africa. May I 
also take this opportunity to congratulate all the mem- 
bers of Parliament on their election as the country’s first 
lawmakers in the first nonracial, democratic, and free 
South African Parliament. 


In this regard, it 1s imperative that I congratulate in a 
very special way the entire people of South Africa who 
elected this Parliament in an examplary manner that 
went beyond all our expectations. I extend the same 
solicitations to you, Madam Speaker, upon your own 
election to the high office of Speaker, and wish you every 
success and Godspeed in the execution of your onerous 
task as captain of the country’s most sacred institution, 
the guardian of democratic values, for which many a 
South African has suffered and died. 


Madam Speaker, I would like to express my appreciation 
further for your kind words to me personally, and about 
my country. | am grateful for the precious time you have 
spared to enable me to share my thoughts with you on a 
number of issues that I believe are of mutual interest and 
concern. 
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Madam Speaker, may I recall the words of Albert 
Luthuli, one of Africa’s great and visionary sons, when in 
1961, in appreciation of the Nobel Peace Prize, he 
acknowledged that Africa had a single, common pur- 
pose, and that purpose, the achievement of its indepen- 
dence. Indeed, Luthul: was cognizant of the task that lay 
before us at the time [break in transmission] as a 
prerequisite for improving the standards of life and 
liberty in the context of democratic principles and prac- 
tice. 


Madam Chair, even though the objective of democracy 
and true independence has been accomplished, Luthuli’s 
words remain valid, and it should be the objective of all 
of us in the leadership of newly liberated countries to rid 
ourselves of the ghastly pestilences of illiteracy, hunger, 
disease, and poverty that Africa is usually associated 
with. The onus ts upon us to create conditions conducive 
to development and the improvement of our people's 
well-being. This, however, 1s far from possible in a 
country torn by violent conflict and internal strife. 


Zimbabwe admires the commitment the leadership of 
South Africa has shown to the process of reconciliation. 
We have noticed with both great appreciation and pro- 
found admiration the leaders of South Africa working 
assiduously to ensure that, as they banish the evil of 
apartheid, they are at the same time [break 1n transmis- 
sion] among the people, so that the paramount principle 
of nationality shall always transcend, and never become 
subservient or subordinate to affinities of tribe, race, 
color, or creed. 


Ethnicity and nationality must always be compatible 
with each other, in a context of national hierarchical 
values where nationality necessarily takes precedence, 
for it is the basic phenomenon that makes each and every 
member of each and every tribe or race belonging to 
South Africa its national or citizen, thereby endowing 
him or her with his or her equal share of political and 
civil rights. It is also only on the basis of that reckoning 
that we can talk meaningfully of the right of self- 
determination of the people of South Africa as a nation. 


Madam Speaker, | am without doubt that the people of 
South Africa understand that the process of any democ- 
racy rests on the morality and discipline of its citizens, 
and the unwritten rule of honesty, integrity, self- 
restraint, and tolerance of each other. We in Zimbabwe 
realize, after those hectic few years of our early indepen- 
dence when political contradictions led us into physical 
internal conflict, that tolerance, reconciliation, and unity 
were the only remedy to the differences that had torn us 
apart. If we could tolerate lan Smith, whose regime had 
massacred thousands of our people, why could there not 
be tolerance and even brotherly unity and cooperation 
between those of us who as allies had defeated lan 
Smith’s racist regime? That is why we forged the unity 
between ZAPU [Zimbabwe African People’s Union] and 
ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union] in 
December 1987. 
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Anyway, we had as far back as 1976 formed the Patriotic 
Front that enabled us to work together politically espe- 
cially during the Lancaster House constitutional confer- 
ence in [break 1n transmission]. 


Madam Speaker, the task before the Government of 
National Unity, as it implements the Reconstruction and 
Development Program [RDP], 1s unenviable. Indeed, 
the implementation of the RDP will inevitably face 
enormous pressure from a people with understandably 
soaring expectations. A lot of resources are required for 
provision of better health care, better housing, better 
education, better working conditions, and better remu- 
neration packages for a large percentage of the people. 


More importantly, Parliament will be called upon to 
attest its tolerance and to defend and uphold the demo- 
cratic institutions and values in the face of possible 
antagonistic pressures of unhindered pursuits. 


At regional level the countries of southern Africa already 
associated in their regional grouping, the Southern 
African Development Community [SADC], look for- 
ward with tremendous enthusiasm to South Afnca’s 
membership of the community, because we believe that 
South Africa, given its level and size of economic devel- 
opment, will have a positive major role to play in 
enhancing its efficacy. We are, therefore, heartened by 
the readiness of South Africa's leadership to make South 
Africa part of the SADC partnership. We trust that this 
august Parliament will help expedite the necessary pro- 
cess. SADC, like similar regional organizations else- 
where, 9s a very cohesive group founded on the principles 
of sovereign equality and the inalienable right to inde- 
pendent existence by member states. 


There are internal political problems obtaining in 
Angola, Mozambique, and to a lesser extent Lesotho. But 
these have never been allowed to dampen the spirits of 
the family of SADC states. | believe that both the 
governments and the parliaments of SADC member 
states have a major role to play in helping to cement the 
cooperative relationship that 1s needed to make the 
organization develop successfully. 


Madam Speaker, and distinguished members of Parlia- 
ment, it 1s saddening to note that the tolerance, unity, 
and stability that obtain in our region do not obtain in 
other parts of Africa. The fratricidal and internecine 
wars taking place in Somalia, southern Sudan, Rwanda, 
and Liberia are clear testimony of how humanity can be 
its own worst enemy. The incidents of violence, partic- 
ularly ethnic in these countries, is directly linked to the 
degree of political and ethnic intolerance that exists in 
them. Religious intolerance perpetrated by Islamic fun- 
damentalism ts also tearing some nations apart, and as a 
result Africa 1s getting more and more disturbed and 
disunited. 


Common action on problems affecting the continent 1s 
rare. In West Africa, while the formation and role of 
Ecomog [Ecowas—Economic Community of West 
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African States—Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] in 
Liberia were viewed as exemplary to begin with, tts 
effectiveness was undermined by external factors 
exploiting ethnic differences in Liberia, as well as by the 
absence of solid political cohesiveness within the Ecowas 
group. which had created Ecomog. 


Now that we are reviewing the role of our Frontline 
States, it 1s imperative that we place at our disposal an 
effective mechanism for conflict prevention and resolu- 
tion. 


Madam Speaker and honorable members of Parliament, 
most if not al] states in our region are [cut in transmis- 
sion] the United Nations and its agencies as well as 
international financial institutions. Our developing 
Third World has seriously questioned the lack of demo- 
cratic principles within the United Nations system, 
especially in respect of the Security Council where five 
States possess an exercise of veto power to the detriment 
of the smooth democratic operation of the whole UN 
system, especially where decisions affective interna- 
tional peace and security are concerned. 


The [words indistinct] institutions—that 1s, the World 
Bank and the IMF—are also becoming less and less 
accountable to the member states, even the transparency 
of their operations 1s open to question. The specialized 
agencies of the United Nations are losing their functions 
to these institutions, which means that they are deliv- 
ering less and less facilities to the developing countries. 
It is my firm belief, therefore, that our parlaments 
constitute the starting point in our call for the democra- 
tization of these institutions. Our parliaments have the 
requisite legitimacy to take this democratization initia- 
tive, for as guardians of good governance, iransparency, 
and the accountability and the rule of law at the national 
level, they are 1n a position to insist on the same values 
at international level. 


These. Madam Speaker, are some of the views I thought 
| should share with this august body and its honorable 
members. But before | wind up, can I take this opportu- 
nity of expressing once again to Madam Speaker the 
tribute that she paid me as she introduced me. And may 
I, off the cuff, say this visit 1s in part really for me to be 
in a position to express to South Africa and the people of 
South Africa how we, in Zimbabwe. are indebted. 
Indebted to South Africa for the contribution which it 
has made to our own development. even to the effective- 
ness of our own fight and struggle against colonialism. 


Perhaps as events were taking place in those olden days, 
and as young men and women came to South Africa to 
its various institutions in practically every province to 
seek for education, no one realized what effect that 
education they were seeking would have on their indi- 
vidual lives as well as on the totality of the life of the 
people of then Southern Rhodesia, but now Zimbabwe. 


I was educated, perhaps through a correspondence pro- 
cess, and I was correspondingly naturally under the 
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guidance of institutions in South Africa and writing 
exams, whether these were exams of the National 
Department of Education—Pretoria—or those of the 
University of South Africa, but I went through my 
matriculation that way, and my first year degree that 
way, and then went to Fort Hare to finish my degree. 


And while there I naturally became exposed to the 
politics of the time, and this was soon after two great 
events had happened. The one, the independence of 
India. and how Ghand: and Nehru. through passive 
resistance and a defiance campaign had defeated British 
colonialism and won the independence of India. The 
second was the fact that in 1947-48, I think it was 1948, 
a new government had come into being in South Afnca 
headed by Malan, and it had a new policy altogether, that 
of introducing apartheid. That was the background, and 
naturally these two events, I could see them blend 1n, 
invigorating the young South African scholars at Fort 
Hare, and those who led the branch of the youth league 
at Fort Hare. 


We joined the league. I joined the league, and we used to 
cross to [word indistinct] to have our meetings and in 
(Iris) to have our meetings, and that was really an 
exposure for the first time to real politics, and the 
inculcation of an idea of sacrifice that you had to 
sacrifice for your own independence in the same way as 
Ghandi, Nehru, and others had done. 


But I was not the only one there. There were others like 
me. There was Dr. (Pariznyatwa) who was doing his BSc 
[Bachelor of Science] and later went to do a medical 
degree at the Wits [Witwatersrand University], but his 
first degree was at Fort Hare. He became our first 
African medical doctor. There was Robert Chitepo who 
had already run through his degree then late went to 
Britain to complete his law studies and became the first 
African advocate in Zimbabwe. And there were others 
being educated elsewhere. Both my vice presidents and 
the whole of what we call our presidency in Zimbabwe 
has been exposed to the education in South Africa. We 
are products of the South African educational system, 
your products, therefore. [applause] Vice President 
Nkomo went to Adams College, then came to Jan 
Hofmeyer School of Social Studies—I Hope it’s still 
there—and studied there, and then through correspon- 
dence he did his BA [Bachelor of Arts] with Unisa 
[University of South Africa]. Vice President Muzenda 
Went to Mariannhill, did his secondary education there, 
and did a technical course there also. Chidzero went to 
Mariannhill, and minister of finance, senior minister, 
went to Mariannhill, completed his matriculation there, 
then of course crossed over to Pope Pius XII University 
in Lesotho, and did the degree again under the Univer- 
sity of South Africa, because Roma, as t was called at the 
time, was offering the degrees of the University of South 
Africa. 


These are only a few. I don’t want to take your time, but 
lil have an occasion to dwell on this matter of this 
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cultural interchange, or acculturation, if you want, of the 
people from the little territory of the then Southern 
Rhodesia, and what [cut in transmission] people of 
South Africa. 


But that’s not all the benefit we got, and as we came we 
had our eyes open, we saw what girls were beautiful, and 
we carried some with us, sabathwala [we carried them] 
{laughter}. AmaXhosa athi yikuthwala [the Xhosas say to 
carry]. [laughter]. Now, we carried some, we married, 
and that blended us together. But little did we know that 
tomorrow, some of your young, handsome men would 
a'so set eyes on our beautiful girls and carry them back 
{cut in transmission]. 


So I want to end my speech in this light-heartedness and 
assure you that we feel a oneness with South Afnca. We 
feel the moment has not come for us, and I would want 
to believe that this is also the feeling shared by our 
neighbors in southern Africa. The moment has come for 
us now to work together in ensuring that our people 
attain those objective which they have set as part of their 
own destiny. 


Madam Speaker, I want to thank you immensely for the 
singular honor that has been bestowed on me to address 
this august house, and may I say to honorable members, 
I have enjoyed this moment immensely, and thanks for 
the time you have given me to address you. I thank you. 


Mandela Speech at Banquet for Mugabe 


MB1708072294 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2215 GMT 16 Aug 94 


{Speech by President Mandela on the occasion of the 
state banquet in honor of Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugabe on 16 August 1994, issued by the South African 
Communication Service on the SAPA PR wire service] 


[Text] Your Excellency President Mugabe, honoured 
guests, ladies and gentlemen, it is indeed a great honour 
and pleasure for me to host you, your excellency, and 
senior members of your government on this auspicious 
occasion. Mr. President, that you are the first African 
head of state to visit South Africa is an indication of the 
good relations between our peoples. 


Your visit to South Africa takes place a day after the 
ceremony in Arusha where the OAU Liberation Com- 
mittee was dissolved, marking the end of an era of heroic 
struggies for national liberation. 


The people of Zimbabwe and you, in particular, deserve 
our profound gratitude for the role you played in this 
national liberation effort, both as members of the OAU 
and in your capacity as leader and chairman of the 
Frontline states. 


Of particular significance to us is the role you p!ayed in 
ensuring the removal of racial domination in South 
Africa. This was often a great cost to your cowntry and 
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your people, given the destabilisation campaign cartied 
out by the apartheid regime against Zimbabwe and other 
neighbouring countries. 


Mr. President, together, our peoples shed their blood for 
freedom. Together we reinforced one another during 
difficult negotiations in both our countries. Today, at 
last, we can co-operate as free nations. Pursuing the true 
interests of our people. 


Zimbabwe and South Africa not only share borders, we 
have strong cultural and historical connections as well. It 
is now the time, Mr. President, to give substance to our 
relationship and to strengthen and expand the social and 
historical links which form the bond between our two 
countries. Your visit at this time and my visit later this 
month to officiate at the Harare agricultural show on 26 
August, are proof of our desire to do so. 


We iook forward to developing our existing contacts and 
co-operation in the field of transport. The recent signing 
of the agreement to build an additional bridge over the 
Limpopo River at Beitbridge by a Zimbabwe consor- 
tium, will stand as a symbol of our new relationship and 
provide better access to and from our harbours for the 
increasing road-transportation traffic across our borders. 
Agreements between our respective national airlines as 
well as between Transnet and the Zimbabwe National 
Railways exist to serve and improve transport between 
our two countries. Similarly, in the field of energy and 
electricity supply, close co-operation between Eskom 
{Electricity Supply Commission] and the Zimbabwe 
Electricity Supply Commission has led to the first steps 
being taken to integrate the electricity supply grids in 
southern Africa. The trilateral agreement signed between 
Zimbabwe, Botswana, and South Africa on the Matimba 
interconnector 1s evidence of the fact that South Africa ts 
prepared to give its full co-operation towards the expan- 
sion of energy supply in southern Africa and further 
afield. 


It is our desire to co-operate closely with your country, 
Mr. President, in all matters concerning tourism. It is 
imperative that we develop our region as a premier 
tourist destination. Both Zimbabwc and South Africa 
have the resources, infrastructure and expertise to jointly 
put this into effect. 


The most important area of co-operation, however, 1s 
that of trade and commerce. South Africa and Zimbabwe 
historically have been natural trading partners. The 
attainment of democracy in South Africa has eradicated 
old conviraints, making it possible to expand this trade 
relationship within the context of equality and our joint 
responsibility in the sub-continent. 


South Africa will on 29 August become a member of the 
Southern Africa Development Community. In_ this 
regard, it is our resolve to contribute towards develop- 
ment in southern Africa as an equal partner. Progress 
and development can only be achieved through mean- 
ingful co-operation amongst the countries of the region 
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and mutual support for our singular endeavours to 
consolidate our freedom and to achieve lasting political 
and economic stability. 


As far as security in the region is concerned I cam assure 
you, Mr. President, that we have successfully started the 
implementation of the integration of our armed and 
security forces. Zimbabwe played a crucial role to enable 
us to achieve this is 1n a very short space of time. We will 
remain in your debt, Mr. President, for the large number 
of officers and other ranks who were given the opportu- 
nity to attend various staff and other courses in your 
country to prepare them for integration into the South 
African National Defence Force. 


Our minister of defence, Mr. Joe Modise, recently vis- 
ited Zimbabwe to witness the passing out of some of our 
officers at a parade in Gweru and to arrange for their 
return to South Africa to join the national defence force. 
It is my wish that this positive gesture from your side will 
be reciprocated by further co-operation between our 
security forces. In order to maintain stability in the 
region, we must co-operate in dealing with the scourge of 
drag trafficking, the theft and smuggling of cars and 
other crimes. 


Mr. President, we are in the process of redefining the 
parameters of the Frontline states, with a view to rede- 
fining our mission towards regional co-operation on 
matters of security and stability. A good start 1s already 
being laid by the co-operation between Botswana, Zim- 
babwe and South Africa in our attempt to resolve the 
situation in Lesotho. Similarly, we should join forces to 
lend support to initiatives that are underway to resolve 
the impasse in Angola. 


In conclusion Mr. President, I again extend to you a 
warm welcome to South Africa. May you personally, and 
the people of Zimbabwe, continue to enjoy peace and 
stability in our common endeavours towards a better 
southern Africa and Africa as a whole. I ask you all to 
rise and raise your glasses in a toast to the good relations 
that exist between Zimbabwe and South Africa and to 
the continued good health of his excellency, President 
Robert Mugabe and the people of Zimbabwe. 


Deputy President Mbeki Addresses Senate 


MB1608192294 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1824 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] Senate Aug 16 SAPA—The office of the deputy 
president was expected to help secure peace and stability 
to the African continent, executive Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki said on Tuesday [16 August]. Opening the 
debate on the policy of his office, he said: “Africa expects 
a lot of this country to resolve conflict on this conti- 
nent.” 


South Africa had a history of centuries of conflict— 
mainly over access to and control of resources, but the 
recent democratic settlement had to produce peace. “We 
need to bury the demon of tribalism. The failure of 
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apartheid has been an important element of this as has 
been the democratic birth of this nation.” 


The regional borders were primarily a product of tribal 
delineation and it posed a danger of tribal conflicts when 
provinces were involved in discussions for powers and 
funding. 


The senate as the highest governing authority in the land 
had to have a balance between “national confidence 
building and looking after the needs of the provinces.” 
The massive difference of socio-economic leve'!s in the 
various provinces had to be addressed by the Recon- 
struction and Development Programme. 


A survey by the Market Research Department of the 
University of SA [South Africa] showed that the average 
annual income per head in the PWV [Pretoria, Witwa- 
tersrand, Vereeniging] was R9,000 [rands] while it was 
only R1,500 in the Northern Cape. 


Life expectancy in the PWV was 76 years while in 
KwaZulu/Natal it was 58 


Urges Less Emphasis on Provinces 


MB1608190794 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 18500 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] The Senate has been urged by Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki not to champion the interests of provinces 
at the expense of the country as a whole. Addressing the 
Senate today, Mr. Mbeki appealed to senators to recog- 
nize how fragile the foundation for a new South Africa 
was. He warned that the disparity in resources between 
provinces could lead to conflict between them and 
eventually the balkanization of South Africa. 


South African Press Review for 16 Aug 
MB1I608 134294 


[Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 

Blacks ‘Disenchanted’, Whites ‘Fearful’—President 
Mandela can be well satisfied with his first 100 days in 
office,” declares the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 15 August. “Not because 
there has been a dramatic change in the life of the people. 
but paradoxically because there haven't been any 
upheavals.’ However, expectations among the masses of 
jobs, housing, better schooling, and other benefits “have 
not been fulfilled, nor could they be, in 100 days—and 
they will not be fully addressed 1n a thousand days to 
come.” The result 1s that the masses are becoming 
“disenchanted.” “At the same time the Whites, despite 
President Mandela's assurances, are uneasy, if not 
fearful, as they see parastatals like Transnet, Eskom, and 
Telkom denying Whites employment as part of affirma- 
tive action—and as they see private concerns following 
suit or being pressured to do so.” 
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THE STAR 


Violence and Children—Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 16 August in a page 8 editonal notes the 
“frightening” statistics which include: “more than 50 
people were murdered each day during the first three 
months of the year”; “rapes, robberies and burglaries”; 
and the “killing of policemen.” But “even more alarm- 
ing” 1s the Goldstone Commission report that South 
Africa “had become more than just a ‘child-neglecting’ 
society but was now a ‘child-abusing’ one.” “ANC lead- 
ers—now the governors—have declared war on crime. 
But ironically, the ANC’s own strategy of making the 
country ungovernable also contributed materially to the 
sorry mess we are in today. We support the Goldstone 
proposal that a national committee be established to 
monitor and address the effects of public violence on 
children. Alarm bells must continue to toll over the high 
level of violence generally, but disaster awaits if we fail 
to safeguard our children.” 


No Fracture in GNU Likely Before 1996—Political 
Correspondent Kaizer Nyatsumba writes in an article on 
the same page that “the honeymoon—which had begun 
to lull some into a false belief that our country was now 
some fairyland in which everybody would live happily 
ever after—is finilly over.” “Instead of worrying about 
tensions in the GNU [government of national unity] or 
the increasingly strident tone of debates in Parliament 
we should welcome this new development. Not only 
were these developments to be expected, but they are 
also healthy for the country.” Furthermore, Nyatsumba 
believes the National Party, NP, will not withdraw from 
the GNU beiween now and the end of 1996. “The NP 
had been in power for 45 year, had become used to the 
taste. It is unlikely to relinquish its share. Likelier to 
happen, however, 1s that tensions within the GNU will 
intensify as we move closer to the 1999 election. It ts 
reasonable to expect that once the country’s new consti- 
tution has been finalised, and the Constitutional 
Assembly has until May 1996 to finish it, a lot of 
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inter-party posturing will begin to take place in the GNU 
as the three parties cast their eyes on the next election.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


National Consensus on New Constitution—“The MPs 
talking so easily now of a national consensus on the new 
constitution must consider carefully what they mean by 
that,” says a page 16 editorial in Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 16 August. “The danger 1s that 
the desire to ensure that every possible opinion 1s heard 
will lead to a series of eternal committees, unable to 
complete their work because opinionated politicians or 
vocal vested interests want to debate yet another aspect 
of yet another constitutional hypothesis. This is not 
democracy, but foolhardiness, and the result will be bad 
constitution-making.”’ “It will merely postpone the time 
when the politicians, having listened, consulted and 
debated, do what they are paid to do, and take a decision 
on the country’s future.” 


Union's ‘Grand Public Gestures'—A second editorial on 
the same page says the National Union of Mineworkers’, 
NUM, suggestion that employees should work for no 
wages on 10 public holidays, and that “resultant corpo- 
rate revenues be used to help finance the RDP might 
catch the headlines as wage negotiations climax. But the 
gesture seems of little practical value to the country as a 
whole.” “Rather than indulge in grand public gestures, 
the NUM might make a greater contribution to the 
success of the RDP by negotiating productivity improve- 
ment deals with employers.” 


SOWETAN 


Union's ‘Commendable Gesture’-—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 16 August in a page 6 editorial 
notes NUM’s proposal that “all workers’ earnings and 
company profits generated on selected public holidays be 
contributed to the Reconstruction and Development 
Programme.” “This 1s an unusual but most commend- 
able gesture that should give the union credibility and 
respect as it goes through the current onerous labour 
dispute.” 
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Angola 


Negotiating Teams Discuss UNAVEM Mandate 


MB1608124194 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Report by correspondent Alves Antonio in Lusaka] 


[Text] The government and National Union for the Tota! 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] teams in the Zambian 
capital are at present discussing issues concerning the new 
mandate of the UN Angola Verification Mission 
[UNAVEM] and the role of the observers. The two issues 
were introduced during a plenary session this morning 
attended by UN Special Representative Alioune Blondin 
Beye and the troika of observers from the United States, 
Portugal, and Russia. The government and UNITA negoti- 
ators on the occasion assessed the base document presented 
by the mediators on the issue. Meanwhile, the government 
responded immediately to the document, and ('NITA 
requested about 24 hours to reflect upon it. Discussions on 
the UNAVEM mandate and the role of the observers will 
only resume tomorrow. This afternoon, the ad hoc commis- 
sion will discuss technical items of the issue. Meanwhile, 
Radio Nacional de Angola has learned from sources close to 
the talks that the mediator and the troika of observers have 
been discussing the new UNAVEM-3 mandate for some- 
time now to facilitate the talks, however, the last word will 
be on the courts of the government and UNITA represen- 
tatives who obviously have positions to defend on the issue. 


King Letsie III Dissolves Parliament, Government 


MB1708053094 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
0510 GMT 17 Aug 94 


{Statement read by King Letsie IJI to the nation] 


[Text] 1, Letsie II], having received a petition from the 
people through their representatives, an occasion wit- 
nessed by thousands of Basotho gathered at the Royal 
Palace in Maseru on 15 August 1994, having carefully 
considered the concerns expressed therein, and taking 
note of the advise tendered by the people’s representa- 
tives, do hereby proclaim and declare that Chapter 
Seven of the Constitution of Lesotho is suspended; 
Section 85, Chapter Six of the Constitution is suspended, 
thereby dissolving Parliament; Sections 87 to 95 inclu- 
sive, Sections 158 and 159 of the said Constitution are 
suspended, and the government of Prime Minister Dr. 
Ntsu Mokhehle 1s dissolved. 


A provisional body representative of the people of 
Lesotho is being established, which body is charged with 
the administration of the general affairs of Lesotho, in 
accordance with Section 86 of the Constitution. An 
independent electoral commission is being established, 
io immediately organize and prepare as soon as possible 
for the next general election, which will be on the 
principles of proportional reprentation. Khotso [Peace]. 
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Official Reacts 


MB1708092794 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Telephone interview with correspondent Mmamelo 
Morrison in Lesotho, and Seeiso Serutla, permanent 
secretary in the Information Ministry, by Ana Ombina in 
London on !7 August on the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] Well, in a surprise announcement on Radio 
Lesotho this morning, King Letsie has dissolved the 
government, which comes hard on the heels of govern- 
meat opponents demanding that the king’s father King 
Moshoeshoe regain his throne. King Moshoeshoe II was 
deposed by the former military government four years 
ago and his son was installed as the new king. Since then 
there have been elections, and a commission of inquiry 
into the monarchy, but the opposition has been accusing 
the present government of acting unconstitutionally. 
Well, on the line now is our reporter in Maseru 
Mmamelo Morrison. Good morning to you Mmameto. 


[Morrison] Good morning Ana. 
[Ombina] What does the radio announcement actually say” 


[Morrison] The radio announcement has of course 
announced the dismissal of the government and the 
suspension of parliament. 


{Ombina] Was it actually delivered by the king hinself? 


{Morrison} It was delivered by the king in person. He had 
been accompanied, we are led to believe, by members of the 
security forces to Radio Lesotho at 5 o'clock in the morning. 


[Ombina] Does the king actually have the power consti- 
tutionally, has the pewer to dissolve parliament? 


[Morrison] The king has the power constitutionally to do that. 


[Ompbina] And now do you think that he will hand over 
to his father King Moshoeshoe? 


[Morrison] It is expected that he will now, with the assistance 
of the provisional council, make way for the return of his 
father, because this was the demand of the people. 


{Ombina] This has all come as a bit of a surprise, hasn't 11 
Mmamelo? What do you think the king actually wants to 
achieve? Why the king has made this move at this time? 


[Morrison] The king has made this move at this time 
because apart for the fact that people had been saying 
over sometime that he must step down because he had 
not been installed properly, traditionally, as far as 
Basotho are concerned, there was mounting pressure, 
especially after the commission of inquiry was instituted 
by Dr. Mokhehle to look into the question of the 
monarchy. People said that the commission of inquiry 
was a kangaroo court so to say, and it was not a fair 
procedure to look into the monarchy issue, so the king 
was under extreme pressure from people who support 
King Moshoeshoe II. 
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{Ombina] But this seems to bring the king into direct 
confrontation with an elect u government. doesn’t it? 


[Morrison] Well, it is indeed, the elected government, as 
it was spelled out in the people’s petition, has committed 
a number of unconstitutional measures, which were set 
out in the petition handed to the king, among which was 
the invitation of foreign forces into the country without 
resorting to parliament, and the fact that there were acts 
which were considered to be unconstitutional. 


fOmbina] Well, thank you very much Mmamelo Mor- 
rison on a rather shaky line there from Lesotho. So what 
is the government's reaction to the announcement? Well, 
a short while ago I spoke to the permanent secretary in 
the Ministry of Information Seeiso Serutla. 


{Begin recording] [Serutla] Well, I don’t know really, because, 
obviously, this thing happened in the morning, so I have not 
been officially told what the government [word indistinct]. I 
am told that the prime minister [word indistinct] various 
sections of the security people [word indistinct] and hopefully 
there will be some solutions from there. 


(Ombina] It must have come as a bit of a surprise though? 


{Serutla] It was a surprise, yes. I think it came as a 
surprise to everybody. 


{Ombina] The perception at the moment is that the king 
obviously accepts some of the claims of the opposition. 
There is [word indistinct] a petition from them which 
accuses the government of acting unconstitutionally. 


[Serutla] Yeah, I mean, obviously the other king has, I 
mean, this thing is too early, is too new, theiefore I don’t 
really want to be commenting on what the king has done. 
I would rather stick to the fact that what he has done at 
the moment is declare, at least declare that he has 
dissolved the parliament and the government of 
Lesotho, that is a fact. 


{Ombina] Okay, | understand that fairly, but obviously 
the government has to do things now. What do you think 
is the next step that it will take? 


{[Serutla] Well, | think it is very difficult to start to talk in 
those terms really. Well, you want to have [word indistinct] 
first, the mood of exactly what is actually happening... 


{Ombina] But I wonder if you can confirm what Mmamelo 
was saying before, that actually constitutionally there is no 
government at the moment in Lesotho, is that correct? 


[Serutla] It is just a matter of opinion. This, I think, is a 
matter of opinion, some people might say this, some 
people might even question whether the king has a right 
to do that. Some people might say maybe he hasn’t. So, 
really it is very difficult at this early hour to be able to 
make such explanation as to what is going to happen and 
what is not going to happen. [end recording] 


Whereabouts of Mokhehle, MP’s Unknown 


MB1708082994 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0631 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 17 SAPA—The whereabouts of 
Lesotho’s Prime Minister Dr. Mokhehle and other members 
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of Parliament [MP’s] are still not known following 
Wednesday morning’s announcement by King Letsie III that 
he is disbanding Lesotho’s parliament, SABC [South African 
Broadcasting Corporation] radio news reports. 


The king announced on Radio Lesotho that he was also 
scrapping some parts of the country’s constitution. The 
king has said that he is prepared to return his throne to 
his father. However, this would require amendments to 
the constitution and the agreement of tribal chiefs. 


Maseru Streets Reported Calm 


MB1708082294 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0754 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Maseru Aug 17 SAPA—The streets of Maseru 
remained calm on Wednesday [17 August] after the 
announcement by King Letsie III that he was disbanding 
Parliament, SAPA’s correspondent in Lesotho reports. 
The announcement had surprised the population but 
most people were continuing their daily routine. 


There was no sign of any military activity or an increased 
police presence on the streets. 


In a public broadcast Wednesday morning, King Letsie 
III said a provisional council would be formed to take 
over the running of the country from the government of 
Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle, which won a sweeping 
victory in March last year after six years of military rule. 


He said an Independent Electoral Commission will be 
set up to organise an election on a proportional repre- 
sentation basis. 


The king also suspended certain unidentified sections of 
the constitution. 


On Monday, Lesotho’s opposition Basotho National 
Party (BNP) petitioned Letsie III to stand down in 
favour of his father, former King Moshoeshoe II, who 
was deposed in 1990. 


Antimonarchy Demonstrations Reported 


MB1708092294 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0905 GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] Maseru Aug 17 SAPA—Lesotho’s capital Maseru 
was tense on Wednesday [17 August] morning as thou- 
sands of supporters of Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle’s 
Basotholand Congress Party (BCP) staged anti- 
monarchy demonstrations. The demonstrations fol- 
lowed the announcement earlier on Wednesday by King 
Letsie III that he had decided to dissolve Mr. Mokhehle’s 
government and Parliament. 


Angry demonstrators with clenched fists carried knobkerries 
used by the BCP as its symbol and chanted anti-monarchy 
slogans calling for the abdication of the king and the estab- 
lishment of a republic under Mr. Mokhehle. 


No violent incidents were reported and there was a 
strong police presence in the city centre. The protesters, 
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estimated at about 10,000, moved on to the gate of the 
royal palace in the centre of Maseru, many waving 
anti-monarchy placards. 


By mid-morning the crowd had started to move in the 
direction of the prime minister’s residence. 


King Letsie moved into Radio Lesotho’s studios early on 
Wednesday morning and personally broadcast his mes- 
sage announcing the dissolution of the government at 
0510. Recordings of the broadcast were repeatedly 
played on national radio throughout the morning. 


Bewildered Maseru residents went to work on Wednesday 
surprised at the meaning of the king’s message. 


Mozambique 


Old Armed Forces Dissolved, New Forces Inaugurated 


MB1608160194 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] The Popular Forces for the Liberation of 
Mozambique, FPLM, were formally and fully scrapped 
today at a ceremony held at Heroes Square in Maputo. 
The scrapping of the Mozambique Armed Forces 
[FAM]-FPLM was announced by Prime Minister Mario 
da Graca Machungo. 


[Begin Machungo recording] In fulfillment of Protocol 
No.4 of the General Peace Accord [words indistinct] 
modalities regarding the Armed state that: 


1. To dissolve the FPLM and hand over its property to 
the Mozambique Defense Armed Forces, FADM. 


2. The soldiers in reserve will be demobilized as soon as 
the present order is in force. 


3. As of this date, the defense and protection of the 
sovereignty, independence, and the country’s territorial 
integrity is the responsibility of the FADM forces. [end 
recording] 


Assembly of the Republic deputies, representatives of 
the international community, and Joaquim Chissano, 
president of the Republic and commander in chief of the 
Defense and Security Forces, attended the event. During 
the occasion six generals and 27 senior military officers 
of the FPLM were demobilized, including General 
Alberto Chipande, national defense minister; and Lieu- 
tenant General Antonio Hama Thai, chief of the 
scrapped FPLM General Staff. [passage omitted] 


Zimbabwe 


Strikes Have ‘Devastating Effect’ on Economy 
MB1308 143294 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0910 
GMT 13 Aug 94 


[Text] Harare Aug 13 SAPA—Zimbabwe has this year 
been rocked by a series of work stoppages by employees 
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in both the public and private sectors striking for better 
pay and working conditions, the national news agency 
ZIANA reported on Saturday [13 August]. 


Junior hospital doctors, bank and construction workers 
as well employees from a major insurance company all 
resorted to industrial action which had a devastating 
effect on Zimbabwe’s commerce and industry and the 
service sector. 


Teachers also served notice on the government that they 
would abandon classrooms and stay at home if the - 
demands for improved salaries and working conditions 
were not met urgently. 


Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) Secretary- 
General Morgan Tsvangirayi said on Saturday the cur- 
rent spate of strikes was a reflection of the desperation of 
workers responding to the erosion of the purchasing 
power of their incomes in the face of the rising cost of 
living caused by the harsh Economic Structural Adjust- 
ment Programme (ESAP) now in its fourth year. 


Mr. Tsvangirayi said by resisting to grant workers the 
pay increases they were demanding, employers were 
hiding behind the government’s economic liberalisation 
policies which he said had given them more powers. 
“Previously workers would look to government for pro- 
tection but it is now employers who are running to 
government and holding government to ransom by 
saying they cannot afford to meet the targets of ESAP if 
they award the increases demanded by workers,” the 
trade union boss said. 


“The government has found itself in a very helpless 
situation. On the one hand they would like to see 
productivity improve for economic expansion and on 
the other hand they cannot afford to have worker. not 
get salary increases especially when they have given 
themselves hefty increases,” said Mr. Tsvangirayi. 


Early this year the government awarded salary increases 
of up to 64 per cent to cabinet ministers, deputy minis- 
ters and members of parliament. 


However, Lloyd Mutandi, executive director of the 
Employers Confederation of Zimbabwe (Emcoz), 
believes that in most cases the demands of workers are 
excessive. “You find that some workers are starting with 
60 per cent. It is ridiculous, you cannot expect an 
employer to give increments of 40 to 60 per cent,” said 
Mr. Mutandi. 


He said awarding increments of such high percentages 
would be an indication that what the employer was 
paying was inhuman and he did not believe employers in 
Zimbabwe were paying “inhuman” salaries. 
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Nigeria 


Minister Gana on Abiola Release, Newspaper 
Shut Down 


AB1608103894 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[From the ‘‘Network Africa’> program hosted by 
Annerod Mbima*] 


{ Text] There is intense speculation in Nigeria that Mos- 
hood Abiole may be released from jail today without 
conditions. «he self-declared president is due in court 
again this morning in Abuja on charges of treason, and 
even the president of the Nigerian Labor Congress 
[NLC] says he expects him to get bail. But others say that 
hardliners in the military government are against the 
release. Chief Abiola’s arrest has sparked a wave of 
strikes and demonstrations, and he has already turned 
down conditional bail. So will he be released today? I 
asked Jerry Gana, Nigeria’s information minister: 


{Begin recording] [Gana] It won't be appropriate for one 
speaking on behalf of government to say that. We've 
already said we are leaving this matter to the court, 
because it 1s already in court and the court processes are 
very clear. But at that point | wouldn't want to be as 
conclusive as the Labor Congress gentlemen. But we do 
hope certainly that the court will take the right decision 
granting bail. If that happens, certainly, what they are 
speculating would be correct, but as I said, we, as 
government, don't want to give the impression as if we 
are deciding for the court. 


{[Mbimah] You indicated that the nght decision for the 
government, for the court, would be to release Abiola. Is 
that the government's position at the moment? 


[Gana] Government is not really kind of keen in 
arresting any Nigerian. We want Nigerians to be free, we 
want Nigerians to be honorable. But this particular 
position became almost something that had to be done, 
because we know the background to it. For a number of 
weeks, Chief Abiola was free; he went to anywhere in the 
country, nobody arrested him. But then it became abun- 
dantly clear that at a stage where he was addressing 
rallies and wanted to mobilize people to actualize the 
statement he made, at that point public peace and order 
had to be kept, and so government was more or less 
forced, really, to do what has been done. 


{Mbimah] But if he 1s released, both the oil unions and 
the democracy movements are saying that that won't be 
the end of the process, | mean, trouble will still go on, 
because they still want to reinstate the 12 June election 
results. 


[Gana] Well, quite honestly, at that point, that certainly 
would be most unfortunate, because the ordinary Nige- 
rians right across the natlon—and we are talking about 
millions of people—people are really very fed up. But I 
do hope that the unions—whether in the oil sector or in 
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banking or whatever—should now read the public mood. 
I think the public is absolutely tired of this politically 
motivated strike. People now sec that there are some 
who are desperately wanting to create trouble in Nigeria, 
and we don’t want that. We want peace, we want to move 
forward... 


{[Mbimah, interrupting] Okay Mr. Gana, so you want 
peace and you want to move forward. Surely part of that 
process is to have open debate about solutions for 
Nigeria. Why, in that kind of atmosphere then, do you 
close down THE GUARDIAN newspaper, one of the 
most independent newspapers in Nigeria? 


[Gana] I want <o assure you that that decision did not 
come from my ministry, for instance, because that would 
have meant it is because of what they published... 


[Mbimah, interrupting] Who decided to close it then? 


[Gana] I believe it 1s the security, because I think there 
was... [pauses] I haven't got the details of it, but there 
was an article in THE GUARDIAN which really was 
severely wanting to set one section of the country against 
another, and setting, you know, even within government. 
I think it was in very, very bad taste, it was something 
that would have some serious security implications. 
People are now abusing the very integrity of security of 
the nation and wanting to set the nation against itself, 
even government officials against each other. 


[Gana] But if the government is united, why are you so 
afraid of newspapers publishing things about there being 
friction in the government? What frightens you so much 
about that? 


[Mbimah] I am not sure that it is a question of fear. If 
you've been in Nigeria, you would have seen the kind of 
things that papers, and particularly papers based in 
Lagos. They have abused, they’ve said al! kinds of things 
you know. It is not a question of fear, but there are 
certain things that when they happen and government 
does not take any action whatsoever, it will lead to a very 
severe breakdown of law and order. [end recording} 


NLC Calls for Meeting 


AB1708110694 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1030 
GMT 17 Aug 94 


[Text] The president of the Nigerian Labor Congress, 
NLC, Mr. Pascal Bafyau, has expressed surprised at the 
decision of the Federal High Court, Abuja, to continue 
trying Chief Abiola on charges of treason. He told 
newsmen in Abuja that the congress had expected that 
the cov! vould implement the agreement reached with 
the goverument on 4 August, on the withdrawal of the 
charge in the interest of peace in the country. 


Mr. Bafyau said the central working committee of the 
congress will meet in Lagos either tomorrow, Thursday 
[16 August], or Friday, to decide on the next line of 
action. 
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On Tuesday, the Federal High Court, Abuja, ruled that it 
has jurisdiction to hear the case against the politician. 
The court’s jurisdiction had been challenged by the 
defense, and after that ruling, the judge handling the case 
announced his withdrawal because, as he said, the 
defense no longer had confidence in him to conduct a 
fair trial. 


The chief judge of the Federa! High Court will now 
assign the trial of Chief Abiola to another judge. 


Tension Reportedly Rising; Paper Employees 
Arrested 


AB1708110094 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 17 Aug °4 


[Text] Nigerian Head of State Sani Abacha will address 
his fellow countrymen this evening. The address was 
expected, as it comes after Justice Abdulahi Mustapha, 
the judge handling the trial of Chief Moshood Abiola— 
the self-proclaimed president—yesterday announced his 
withdrawal from the case. Did Mr. Abiola’s influence 
have anything to do with Justice Mustapha’s with- 
drawal? Tunde Fatunde has the details from Lagos: 


{Begin Fatunde recording] The general public and dip- 
lomatic circles in Nigeria are still in a state of shock 
following the announcement of the continued detention 
of Moshood Abiola, the politician who recently pro- 
claimed himself president of Nigeria. They are also 
surprised by the fact that the military junta intends to 
continue the treason and felony trial of Mr. Abiola. 
Well-informed observers are of the view that the tough 
stand policy being pursued by the military regime will 
not help ease the very tense political situation in the 
country. It is believed that the extraordinary meeting of 
the Nigerian Labor Congress executive committee, 
slated for today, has decided to assess this situation. The 
meeting, to begin at 1400 GMT, may result in the 
resumption of the strike by all workers, who have 
demanded the unconditional release of Moshood Abiola. 
Officials from the National Union of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Workers, and of the Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Senior Staff Association of Nigeria, have reiterated 
their decision not to participate in the negotiations 
slated for today in Lagos with representatives of the 
military junta. Furthermore, they have once again 
warned that they will destroy all oil facilities if the 
government bans their unions. 


Meanwhile, the strike embarked upon by tanker drivers 
has worsened the gas shortage already prevailing in 
Kaduna, northern Nigeria. They are protesting the arrest 
of two of their colleagues by the military. Kerosene, 
which is used as aircraft fuel, is no longer available at the 
country’s national and international airports. According 
to reliable sources, the entire country’s fuel reserves will 
only last for a few days. 


Meanwhile, five employees of THE GUARDIAN, the 
most influential national daily, which was closed down 
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by the military junta on 15 August, have been arrested by 
the security forces. Dr. Tunji Dare, the newspaper's 
director of public relations, has confirmed the arrests, 
adding that they were taken to an unknown destination. 
A massive deployment of security forces in strategic 
points in Lagos, the Nigerian economic capital, has been 
noted. The head of state, General Sani Abacha, may 
address the nation this evening at 1700 GMT. According 
to sources close to the Presidency, Gen. Abacha may 
announce security measures aimed at restoring state 
authority. [end recording] 


Gas Sales Halted To Prevent Protests 


AB1608173994 Paris AFP in English 1703 GMT 
16 Aug 94 


[Text] Lagos, 16 Aug (AFP)—Police in Abuja on 
Tuesday [16 August] suspended sales of petrol amid fears 
of explosive protests against the treason tria! of opposi- 
tion leader Moshood Abiola, the Nigerian news agency 
NAN reported. The police closed seven official petrol 
Stations in the Nigerian capital and raided all petrol 
black market outlets to stop the flow of petrol to poten- 
tial protestors. “If we allow the sale of fuel, we don’t 
know to what use it will be put. The other time, unknown 
persons already started pouring petrol at police barracks 
before they were chased away,” a police source was 
quoted as saying. 


Security has been stepped up in the city since Monday 
foliowing a bomb scare ai the International Conference 
Centre, the venue used for Nigeria’s ongoing Constitu- 
tional Conference. The suspension of petrol sales emp- 
tied the streets, stranding many commuters stranded at 
bus stops, NAN reported. Most businesses in Abuja are 
owned by Yoruba, the ethnic group to which Abiola 
belongs. 


Millionaire press magnate Abiola, who is believed to 
have won presidential elections last June, was charged 
last month with treason after he declared himself presi- 
dent in defiance of the military government. The case 
has been delayed by protests that the court trying him is 
not competent to do so. On Tuesday the case was thrown 
into further turmoil when the presiding judge withdrew, 
saying he did not have the confidence of the defence or 
of the accused. 


Many Lagos Banks Remain Closed 


AB1608170594 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1500 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] Two days after the members of the National 
Union of Banks, Insurance, and Financial Institutions 
Employees, NUBIFIE, called off their strike many banks 
in Lagos are yet to open for business. Although the 
executive members of NUBIFIE were not able, the 
acting general secretary of the association of senior staff 
of banks, insurance, and financial institutions, Mr. 
Shaibu Bafuyinso, spoke with the Radio Nigeria labor 
correspondent. Mr. Bafuyinso attributed the situation to 
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fuel scarcity and insecurity of the workers and urged 
bank employers to find a solution to the problem. 


[Begin Bafuyinso recording] The fuel scarcity continues 
to deteriorate day-in and day-out. As a result of this, it 
has been very difficult for our members to move to their 
various offices. Also, there 1s a state of insecurity due to 
political (?upheaval). As a result of this, you see that the 
atmosphere is not conducive enough for banking opera- 
tions. We have addressed a special letter to the 
employers association. There was one on 11 July 1994 
and another one dated 15 August 1994, reiterating our 
stand that due to protracted fuel scarcity in the country 
and state of insecurity, they should not hold any of our 
members liable for absence from office. As at now we are 
looking forward to their reaction as well as a decision for 
us to come together and look for ways and means to 
address this issue to enable us to work 1n a conducive 
atmosphere for normal banking operations. [end 
recording} 


Mr. Bafuyinso said the unton leaders would meet 
tomorrow to assess the situation. 


Central Bank Says Funds Available 


AB1608224094 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 16 Aug 94 


[Text] The Central Bank of Nigeria. CBN, has refuted 
the allegations by some banks that they are unable to 
reopen for operations because they are strapped for cash. 
The CBN corporate affairs manager, Mr. Tony Ede, told 
NTA news correspondent Anne Akah today that the 
CBN has enough funds for the banks and that the banks 
should follow the proper procedure for the collection of 
funds from the Central Bank. 


{ Begin Ede recording] It 1s not true that the banks did not 
open because the Central Bank did not release their 
money to them. If they have money to withdraw, there 1s 
a procedure. The right to check. Come to the cash office, 
the check is approved, then the Treasury releases money 
to them if their balances with us are alright. If their 
balances are in red, they may have a reason not to come 
to the Central Bank to withdraw money. 


No bank has been turned down if it has money to collect 
from the Central Bank. No bank came and was told the 
Central Bank has no money to give you. It’s not true. We 
are also aware that they were on strike for a very long 
time and that when they resumed there would be a rush 
so we made all preparations to accommodate that rush, 
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but incidentally no bank came to us; and 1f any bank says 
it came to the Central Bank and the Central Bank refused 
to release their money, please let them show a document 
to that effect. [end recording] 


[Words indistinct] reports that although some banks in 
the Lagos area were open today, most of them were still 
operating a skeleton service through the back door, while 
many others still remained shut. The continued closure 
of some banks ts said to be due to the continued strike by 
the Association of Senior Staff of Banks, Insurance, and 
Financial Institutions, ASSBIFI. The association 1s 
expected to meet tomorrow to review the issues that led 
to the strike. The National Union of Banks, Insurance, 
and Financial Institutions Employees, NUBIFIE, which 
caters for the junior staff of banks suspended its own 
strike last Thursday [11 August]. 


Oil Unions Refus: New Talks Until Demands Met 


AB1608203394 Paris AFP in English 2023 GMT 
16 Aug 94 


[Excerpts] Lagos, 16 Aug (AFP)}—Oil union leaders 
announced Tuesday [16 August] their refusal to take part 
in “any new negotiations” with the military government 
until their political as well as their economic demands 
are considered. The latest meeting aimed at resolving 
their six-week-old national strike, had been scheduled 
for Wednesday, but the unions say they will not attend. 
[ passage omitted] 


“We wish to further reiterate that our demands are 
primarily on economic matters, which are rooted in 
unhealthy political environmental factors,” said a state- 
ment issued by the oil and gas workers’ union, NUPENG 
[National Union of Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Workers], and the executive of the Petroleum Industry 
union, PENGASSAN [Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Senior Staff Association of Nigeria]. The unions want 
their economic and political demands to be negotiated 
together. 


“Since the Hon. Minister of Labour has declared that he 
is not competent to discuss the political aspect which is 
fundamental to the economic aspect, we consider it 
unproductive to engage in any further negotiations with 
him.” “We have therefore decided not to attend the 
Wednesday meeting or any other meeting until a body 
competent to address the issues is established,” the 
statement said. 


The strike has almost completely paralysed business in 
Nigeria, especially in Lagos, the economic capital. 
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